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This    quarter-life-size    figure    of    Abraham    Lincoln    shows    the 
president  as  he  was  in  1861 


Lincoln  lore 


Ojai  man  honors  Abe  with  historical  gallery 

Ky  Amy  Madsen 


Today,  Abraham  Lincoln's  birthday,  usually  signi- 
fies sales  at  the  local  stores  and,  for  children,  a  day 
off  from  school.  The  man  being  celebrated  is  often 
forgotten. 

George  Stuart  of  Ojai  wants  people  to  remember. 

Stuart,  an  artist  and  historian,  has  prepared  a 
display  of  figures  depicting  Lincoln  at  four  stages  in 
his  life  —  lawyer,  politician,  and  president  of  the 
United  States  at  both  the  height  of  the  Civil  War  and 
at  the  moment  of  his  assassination.  The  figures  are  on 
display  at  the  Gallery  of  Historical  Figures  in  Ojai. 

Also  included  in  the  display  are  figures  of  those  who 
were  prominent  in  Lincoln's  life:  his  first  sweetheart, 
Ann  Rutledge;  his  debating  foe,  Stephen  Douglas; 
Edwin  McMasters  Stanton,  fellow  Cabinet  member 
and  an  outspoken  critic  of  the  president;  Mary  Todd 
Lincoln,  his  high-strung  wife;  Gen.  Ulysses  Simpson 
Grant,  a  man  Stuart  calls  the  Union  Army's  "running 
dog  of  terror;"  Jefferson  Davis,  the  Confederate 
president;  Gen.  Robert  E.  Lee,  the  Confederate  Army 
commander;  and  John  Wilkes  Booth,  Lincoln's  assas- 
sin. 

Stuart's  objective  is  to  make  history  come  alive 
through  the  re-creation  of  the  people  who  made  it 
happen. 


"I  see  (the  figures)  as  a  representation  of  historical 
events,"  Stuart  said. 

In  the  process  of  researching  the  historical  figures, 
Stuart  has  come  across  some  interesting  stories  about 
Lincoln  and  the  people  around  him. 

"Some  say  that  a  member  of  the  Booth  family, 
perhaps  John,  saved  one  of  Lincoln's  sons  from  being 
crushed  under  a  train  just  a  few  months  before  the 
assassination,"  he  said. 

Stuart  added  that  Booth  was  a  member  of  a  militant 
rebel  group,  and  the  group  had  originally  planned  to 
kidnap  the  president  and  his  Cabinet.  Upon  Lee's 
surrender,  they  decided  it  best  to  kill  the  members  of 
the  Lincoln  administration.  Although  Booth  was  the 
only  man  to  succceed  in  killing  anyone,  many  Cabinet 
members  were  attacked.  ' 

Stuart  said  that  Mary  Todd  Lincoln  was  high-strung 
and  a  bit  of  a  nag. 

"She  saw  potential  in  Lincoln,  and  got  disgruntled 
about  his  career.  She  became  a  nag,"  he  said.  "She 
nagged  at  Lincoln  so  much  that  he  physically  threw 
her  out  of  the  house  once." 

Even  though  Lincoln  is  called  the  Great  Emancipa- 
tor, he  wasn't  against  slavery  per  se,  said  Stuart.  He 
simply  felt  it  should  be  controlled  through  legislation. 

Stuart  also  said  Lincoln  was  a  dying  man,  and  that 
(Continued  on  A-7) 
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